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ROYAL ASTRONOMICAL SOCIETY. 


Vol. X. January n, 185c. No. 3. 


Rev. R. Sheepshanks, V. P.. in the Chair. 

Dr. Moffatt, Hawarden, near Chester ; 

Isaac Todhunter, Esq t) St.John’s College. Cambridge; and 
R. L. Jones, Esq., Chester ; 

were balloted for and duly elected Fellows of the Society. 


Mr. R. T. Paine, of Boston, U.S., having called attention to the 
omission in the Nautical Almanac of the occupations of y Virginis, 
for the early part of 1850/ Lieut. Stratford has furnished the fol¬ 
lowing correction :— 

Occultations Visible at Greenwich . 


Disappearance. Reappearance. 



Star’s 

Name. 

Mag. 

Sid. T. 

M.T. 

Angle from 
N.Pt. Vertex. 

Sid. T. 

M.T. 

Angle from 
N.Pt. Vertex. 

1850 . 

a. 31 

y Virginia 

4 

h m 

12 59 

h m 

l6 15 

0 

34 

0 

39 

h m 

14 5 

h m 

17 21 

0 

2-73 

0 

290 

tr. 27 

— 

- 

12 51 

12 31 

46 

49 

14 2 

13 41 

261 

277 


Elements for Facilitating the Computation of Occultations of Stars 

by the Moon. 


550 . 

Star’s 

Name. 

Green. M.T. 
of App. Conj. 
in R. A. of 
Moon and 
Mag. Star. 

h m s 

At Greenwich Mean Time of Conjunction. 
App.R.A. App. Diff. of App. 

of Moon Deel. Decl. of Moon 

and Star. of Star. and Star. 

h m s 0 in 1 h 

Limiting 

Parallels. 

0 0 

1. 4 

y Virginia 4 7 44 5 

12 34 3 '2 9 

s. 

0 37 31*r 

N. 49 3 

89 N. 13- N, 

31 

— 

- l6 24 17 

4‘°9 

s. 

36*2 

N. 56 53 

89 N. 21 N. 

). 28 

— 

- 2 45 33 

4 * 7 ° 

s. 

39-8 

N. 56 23 

89 N. 20 N 

r.27 

—- 

- 12 46 54 

4*99 

s. 

4 i ’3 

N. 53 48 

89 N. 17 N. 

r. 23 

— 

- 20 50 29 

S '°3 

s. 

41-1 

N. 56 32 

89 N. 21 N. 

y 21 

*— 

- 2 49 l6 

00 

7 

VO 

V* 

w 

s. 

0 37 397 

N. 66 40 

89 N. 35 N. 


* This 

oversight arose from a mistake 

as to the sign of declination. 

It is 


only wonderful that the mode of reckoning by declination instead of polar distance 
does not lead to more frequent and more serious errors. 
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42 Neptune . 

Ephemerides of the newly-discovered planets for the present 
year are given in the Berliner Jahrbuch for 1852, and will not, 
except in special cases, be published in the Monthly Notices. 
These ephemerides will also be given in the Nautical Almanac for 
1853, which is on the eve of publication. 


NEPTUNE. 

Unnoticed Observations of Neptune . 

Mr. Hind says,-— 1 “ In looking over the zones of Dr. Lamont, 
observed at Munich in 1845 and 1846, I have found two observa¬ 
tions of Neptune as a star, the first on 1845, October 25, in zone 
338, when it passed the centre wire at 2i h 42™ 43 s *I, and was 
noted as a ninth magnitude ; the second on 1846, September 7, in 
zone 379, at 2i h 54™ 24 s *9 called an eighth magnitude. Taking the 
positions of a number of the brighter stars in each zone, from Airy 
or Henderson, I find for the apparent positions of Neptune: 



Green. M.T. R.A. 

N.P.D. 


h 

ms h m s 

Ota 

1845, U ct * 

25 6 

40 15 21 42 42-48 

IO4 14 23*0 

1846, Sept. 

7 10 

i 57 21 54 44*51 

103 l6 21'8 

Hamburg. 


Equatoreai. 

(M. C. Riimker.) 


Hamb. M.T. 

R.A. 

Decl. 

1849. 

h m s 

0 in 0 

/ * 

July 25 

11 57 33*6 

336 23 3-3 -10 

38 2’o Equat. 

28 

11 36 4*3 

19 5*7 

39 37*3 

3 ° 

11 51 51*0 

16 28*6 

40 40*2 

3 1 

13 46 52-6 

15 0*2 

41 20*7 Mer. Circle. 

Aug. 1 

11 1 30*6 

13 49*7 

41 44*1 Equat. 

8 

11 46 31*6 

336 3 57*4 

45 4 2 ’ 2 ’ 

14 

10 49 9-6 

335 55 3*6 - IO 

Meridian Circle. 

49 * 4*5 

Aug. 14 

12 50 29*9 

335 54 54*9 ~ 10 

49 22*9 

2 5 

12 6 7*6 

38 3 *o 

55 54*4 

30 

11 45 56*9 

30 13*0 10 

59 °‘ z 

Sept. 4 

25 46*9 

22 35-4 11 

1 59*9 

5 

21 44*4 

20 57-3 

2 37*5 

7 

13 40-7 

17 58*2 

3 47*8 

9 

11 5 37*o 

14 58-2 

4 52-4 

13 

10 49 29*3 

8 57-6 

7 IO '4 

15 

10 41 26*0 

335 6 4 -*° 

8 19*0 
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